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How did Jesus answer the Pharisee when asked about divorce?
1. Matthew’s view – Matt 19:3-9

3Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?"
4"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' 5and said, 'For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh' ? 6So they are no longer
two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 7"Why then," they asked, "did Moses command
that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?" 8Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your
wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9I tell you that anyone who divorces his
wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery."

19:3-9

2. Matthew’s view – Matt 5:31-32
31"It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' 32But I tell you that anyone who
divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced
woman commits adultery.

5:31-32

3. Mark’s view – Mark 10:2-12
2Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" 3"What did Moses command
you?" he replied. 4They said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away." 5"It was because
your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law," Jesus replied. 6"But at the beginning of creation God 'made them male
and female.' 7'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 8and the two will become one
flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 10When they were
in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 11He answered, "Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another
woman commits adultery against her. 12And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.

4. 10:2-12

5. Luke’s view – Luke 16:18
18"Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman
commits adultery.

16:18
6. Paul’s view – 1 Cor 7:10-11

10To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. 11But if she does, she
must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife.

7:10-11

• Jesus answered the Pharisee by going back to the original intent of God on marriage.

• Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Paul all recorded that re-marriage after a divorce is not allowed. However, Matthew added an
exception clause – ‘except for marital unfaithfulness’.

God original intent on marriage?
1. Gen. 2:24

24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.
2:24

2. Mal. 2:10-16
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10 Have we not all one Father? Did not one God create us? Why do we profane the covenant of our fathers by breaking faith
with one another? 11 Judah has broken faith. A detestable thing has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem: Judah has
desecrated the sanctuary the Lord loves, by marrying the daughter of a foreign god. 12 As for the man who does this, whoever
he may be, may the Lord cut him off from the tents of Jacob -even though he brings offerings to the Lord Almighty. 13

Another thing you do: You flood the Lord 's altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays attention to your
offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. 14 You ask, "Why?" It is because the Lord is acting as the witness
between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your
marriage covenant. 15 Has not the Lord made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was
seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth.
16 "I hate divorce," says the Lord God of Israel, "and I hate a man's covering himself with violence as well as with his
garment," says the Lord Almighty. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith.

2:10-16

3. Numbers 30:2
2 When a man makes a vow to the Lord or takes an oath to obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must
do everything he said.

30:2
4. Matt. 19:6

6So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."
19:6

• A marriage involves 1) leave, 2) united, 3) one flesh, 4) covenant, 5) vow, and 6) joined together.
1) 2) 3) 4) 5) 6)

• A marriage is a covenant. A vow is made. Divorce does not relief the couple from the covenant nor the vow.

The exception clause – ‘except for marital unfaithfulness’
• Other translation – fornification, immorality, sexual immorality, unchastity.
• Greek – porneia – used to refer to unlawful sexual activity, including unchastity, prostitution, homosexuality, and incest.

1. The “porneia” of a homosexual marriage – used also in Romans 1 concerning homosexuality.
Re-phrase - ‘I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness (a homosexual marriage
involving two men or two women “marrying” each other), and marries another woman commits adultery.

2. The “porneia” of an incestuous marriage – used also in 1 Cor. 5 concerning the man in Corinthian church married his father’s
wife.
Re-phrase - ‘I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness (a man marrying his mother or
his sister), and marries another woman commits adultery.

3. The “porneia” of a fraudulent marriage – as in the case of Joseph and Mary that he was about to divorce Mary because she
was pregnant. The Jewish marriage starts at the time of betrothal when the bridegroom made agreement to the bride’s father.
He will come back later (about 1 year) to take the bride. If the bride is found not to be a virgin, the bridegroom has the right
to divorce the bride. Matthew is writing to Jewish readers while Mark, Luke, and Paul are writing to Roman and Greek
readers. The Jews understand the problem of “porneia” while the Gentiles would not.
Re-phrase - ‘I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness (concealed immorality before
marriage), and marries another woman commits adultery.

4. The “porneia” of unfaithfulness in marriage
• The spirit of marriage is unconditional commitment, with love, forgiving and longsuffering. The couple are united as one

flesh. An unfaithfulness in marriage does not constitute a divorce.
• A marriage covenant is based on unlimited trust and unconditinoal and lifelong commitment. There are no provisions in

a marriage covenant for ending a relationship because of unfaithfulness.
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• When the Pharisees came to ask, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?" Jesus did answer
them by going back to God’s original intent. God pictured Himself as married to Israel. Even Israel became unfaithful
like an adulterous wife, God still loved Israel when they returned.

• Salvation is compared to the Jewish betrothal and marriage customs. In order for marriage to picture accurately the
permanence of a person’s redemption, divorce must be prohibited.

• Christians are guilty of spiritual adultery. Yet, Christ will not divorce His bride.

What do we do if we had been divorced?
• Recognize that we have violated the original will of God. We must confess and repent of our wrongdoings. If we repent and

return to God, He will bless us, beginning at that point.
• Trust God and do everything possible to restore the previous marriage. It is very unlikely but God is looking for opportunity

to show Himself strong towards those whose hearts are perfect towards Him.
• If restoring of previous marriage is not possible, remain unmarried and dedicate ourselves for the service of God.
• If our friends and/or brothers and sisters had sinned, we must help them to understand God’s principle and to help them going

through this process.
• Remember that we are all sinners, saved by Grace.

Other references
• Marriage between believer and non-believer - 1 Cor 7:15 (bound = douloo – under bondage)

15But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called
us to live in peace.

7:15

• When does the marriage covenant end? - Bound until one spouse died – 1 Cor 7:39 (bound = deo - binding)
39A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but
he must belong to the Lord.

7:39

• Marrying a divorced spouse who had remarried - Deuteronomy 24:1-4
1 If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes
her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, 2 and if after she leaves his house she becomes the
wife of another man, 3 and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends
her from his house, or if he dies, 4 then her first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry her again after she has
been defiled. That would be detestable in the eyes of the Lord . Do not bring sin upon the land the Lord your God is giving
you as an inheritance.

24:1-4

• Sexual relationship before marriage – Deuteronomy 22:28-29
28 If a man happens to meet a virgin who is not pledged to be married and rapes her and they are discovered, 29 he shall pay
the girl's father fifty shekels of silver. He must marry the girl, for he has violated her. He can never divorce her as long as he
lives.

22:28-29

• Marriage – 1 Cor. 7


